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IN FOUR YEARS WE HAVE
WELCOMED 267,410 VISITORS
EDUCATED 8,875 SCHOOLCHILDREN
COLLECTED 5,046 ARTEFACTS 
SIGNED UP 2,580 FRIENDS AND 
MEMBERS
HOSTED 472 EVENTS
PRESENTED 112 LECTURES AND 
CONCERTS
HOSTED 82 INTERNS
EMPLOYED 27 STAFF 
PROGRAMMED 19 TEMPORARY 
EXHIBITIONS

WELCOMED 12 GOVERNMENT 
MINISTERS
PRESENTED AT 8 CONFERENCES
OPENED 6 NEW EXHIBITION 
ROOMS
WON 5 AWARDS
PUBLISHED 4 BOOKS 
COLLABORATED WITH LEADING 
MUSEUMS IN NEW YORK, LONDON 
AND JAPAN
AND PRODUCED 1 PLAY





AWARDS
SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS IRELAND ELEVATOR AWARD 2013
DAVID MANLEY EMERGING ENTREPRENEURS OF THE YEAR 2014
BUSINESS 2 ARTS JUDGES SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD 2014
IRISH TIMES BEST IN DUBLIN AWARD 2015 
TRIPADVISOR NO. 1 MUSEUM IN IRELAND 2015
EUROPEAN BEST IN HERITAGE 2015
EUROPA NOSTRA EUROPEAN CULTURAL HERITAGE AWARD 2016 

 
    

 
 
 
 

TAORMINA DECLARATION 
“SAVING EUROPE’S MEMORY AND IDENTITY” 

 
Adopted by the participants of the EUROPA NOSTRA FORUM on “Safeguarding 
Europe’s Historic Small Towns and Villages and their Surrounding Landscapes” 

organised in cooperation with ITALIA NOSTRA 
Taormina, Sicily, 4 June 2009 

 
Europe’s historic small towns and villages should be considered as gems of European cultural heritage. Each 
small town or village bears witness to its own unique development and history, through the evidence of its 
architectural and urban built heritage, and that of the natural and created landscapes in which it is set. 
 
As such, historic small towns and villages constitute an important repository of European memory, and thus 
of the foundations of many European citizens’ and communities’ sense of identity. 
 
Europe’s historic small towns and villages are faced with great challenges and concrete threats to their 
integrity, brought about by modern social and economic developments which unrelentingly occur in quick 
succession. These place the small towns and villages in positions of extreme vulnerability. 
 
Moreover, the recent earthquake that struck L'Aquila and the Abruzzo Region on 6 April 2009, reminds us 
to what extent historic small towns and villages can be devastated when hit by the forces of nature or acts 
of God. 
 
In order to seriously and effectively safeguard the integrity and the authenticity of the inhabited historic 
centers of these small towns and villages, and consequently to enhance the quality of life of their present 
and future generations of inhabitants, and by extension that of the wider population, public authorities must 
act at all levels - European, national, regional and local - to put into practice, responsible and sustainable 
protective political initiatives. In order to achieve this, the local communities must be engaged and players 
of Civil Society must bring stronger pressure to bear. 
 
It must be stressed that the wide and intricate web of historic small towns and villages spread across the 
vast and varied territory of the continent of Europe, constitutes the essential fabric and basic structure of 
the European landscape itself. It is essential that this web, and its individual components, are protected and 
supported to help them flourish.  
 
 
Therefore, the participants of the Europa Nostra Forum on Safeguarding Europe’s Historic Small Towns 
and Villages, assert the following: 
 

• The protection of the landscape should be pursued following appropriate guidelines and 
methodologies – creating landscape zoning - which will govern rural and town planning, as well as 
the functioning of related organisations. In Italy, for example, these are prescribed in the recently 
established Cultural Heritage and Landscape Code. Such Codes must be thoroughly and accurately 
respected by the National and Regional governments, and must include realistic and enforceable 
timetables. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT
The benefits of this visionary project will be enjoyed by people all over Ireland for 
generations to come. Creating a cultural institution of this scale will also have a 
major ecomonic impact, amounting to over €25m in the next four years alone.* 

Economic impact by 2020 		  (¤)	

Local Visitors		  7.92m	
International Visitors		  14.32m
Goods and services		  3.30m	

TOTAL		  ¤25.5 million
*Calculations based on Association of Independent Museums impact analysis tools. Economic impact is assessed through analysis of adult 
visitor type, visitor spend in the area, and analysis of museum’s direct spend on local goods and services. 



THE LITTLE MUSEUM IS A SUCCESS STORY. 
WITH THE HELP OF OUR PATRONS IN DUBLIN 

CITY COUNCIL WE CAN CREATE THE BEST SMALL 
MUSEUM IN THE WORLD. IF YOU WANT A WORLD-

CLASS CULTURAL INSTITUTION TO BE PART OF YOUR 
LEGACY TO DUBLIN, PLEASE TAKE OWNERSHIP AND 

HELP US MAKE IT HAPPEN.



THANK YOU




